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ART ENSEMBLE OF CHICAGO TO PLAY FOR FULL HOUSE AT THE 
CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

All 750 free tickets for the only appearance by the Art Ensemble of Chicago at 
The Cleveland Museum of Art—the legendary jazz group’s first Northern Ohio 
appearance in more than a decade— have been snapped up with more than two weeks 
remaining before the January 25 (7:30 pm) event. 

For more than twenty years the group has played "Great Black Music: Ancient 
to the Future," from African percussive music to Dixieland, be-bop, marches, funk, 
reggae, calypso, avant garde, and more, in theatrical performances with banners, 
colorful African costumes, and face paint. Their devotion to African and African- 
American culture made the Art Ensemble of Chicago a fitting choice as the Museum’s 
main Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration event this year. It is equally a fit prelude to 
Noble Ancestors: Images from Africa, a major exhibition of African sculpture 
opening at the Museum on February 8, and to the many films, lectures, and other free 
programs that accompany it. (The group will also present a free workshop at the 
Museum for area high school and college music students.) The Northeast Ohio Jazz 
Society is co-sponsoring the concert, which is produced in conjunction with the Outward 
Visions Touring Program and Musicians United, Inc. 

Due to the enormous popularity of this free concert, ticket holders arriving later 
than 7:30 are not guaranteed a seat. Doors will open at 6:30. 

The Museum’s other Martin Luther King Jr. event is the Ohio premiere of "Bird 
Now," a 1987 documentary film on jazzman Charlie "Bird" Parker. It will be shown on 
Saturday, January 21, at 2:00 pm, with the 1959 short film "The Cry of Jazz." 
Admission to the films is also free. 

For more information, photographs, or slides, please contact Denise Horstman, Public 
Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 



